The Parelli-Ortiz Other Sheep Southeast Asia Trip

June 26-August 30, 2009
by Rev. Stephen Parelli and Jose Ortiz

Manhattan, New York:
Wednesday evening, June 24
Two days prior to leaving for Nepal.  Wednesday, June 24, while still in NYC
We had an informal meeting with Sunil Pant with whom we had been corresponding with by email since February.  Sunil Pant is founder and Director of Blue Diamond Society of Nepal.  At the meeting, we gave him Other Sheep material including a paper on exposing the "ex-gay" movement and the book The Children Are Free.

-----------------------------------------------
Travel from NYC to Nepal
2 Days

Friday night, June 26 – Sunday evening, June 28 

We traveled by air from JFK, NYC, to Katmandu, Nepal, with a one night and next morning lay over in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, for connecting flight.

Cultural enrichment while in Abu Dhabi

· We visited the Grand Mosque

Kathmandu, Nepal 

12 Days

Sunday, June 28 – Friday, July 10

Kathmandu:

Sunday night, June 28 – Friday morning, June 3
4 and ½ days

We stayed in the home of human rights activist Shaun Kirven, Lalitpur, Katmandu.
· We contacted five area pastors by phone for one-on-one appointments (as previously arranged months earlier by email); personal meetings were held in Shaun's home. Wednesday and Thursday, July 1 and 2.
· One pastor, following appointment, gave us a tour of immediate area and of well known local church.  Wednesday, July 2.
· Jose (with some help from Steve) personally phoned 75 area pastors for Pastors' Seminar on the Bible and Homosexuality; we made arrangements for a local "hall" for the seminar.
· We met with the three following LGBT human rights group
1. Dinner with Blue Diamond Society:  Sunil Pant, founder and director, and several members. Sunil stated that the book The Children Are Free needs to be translated into Nepali.  Thursday evening, July 2.  The following day we toured BDS offices.  Friday morning, July 3.
2. Mitini Nepal, lesbian activist organization:  Meeting in their offices with members.  Friday morning, July 3.
3. Protection Desk Nepal.  Meeting in their offices with staff members.  Friday morning, July 3
Katmandu:

Friday afternoon, June 3 – Friday morning, June 10

6 days (7 nights)

We stayed at the Gokarna Forest Resort, Kathmandu

· We finalized plans for the seminar including customizing the PowerPoint presentation for Nepal, making additional phone calls to area pastors, photo copying hand outs.  Saturday, July 4.
· We conducted Pastors' Seminar.  Sunday, July 5.  
1. Twenty-five pastors attended.  A buffet meal was served.
2. 5 or 6 LGBT activists spoke (all gay and Christian except for 1 straight and Christian).  
3. 3 papers were handed out:  One on gay marriage; one on the "ex-gay" movement; and one on the Bible and homosexuality.

4. The book The Children Are Free was handed out.
5.  Steve spoke on the Bible and homosexuality using the study notes handed out to the pastors (projector did not function, blown bulb).

· We were interviewed by a small regional evangelical paper.  Monday, July 6.
· We gave Other Sheep seminar on the "ex-gay" movement, sponsored by Blue Diamond Society for BDS members and guests.  Wednesday, July 8.  
1. About twenty people attended.
2. PowerPoint presentation was given (using BDS projector)
3. "Ex-gay" paper handed out.
· We had diner in the home of a Nepali LGBT activist.  Wednesday, July 8.

· We entertained six members from Blue Diamond Society at Gokarna Forest Resort:   hiking, swimming, lunching together. Thursday, July 9, 2009.

· At Gokarna Forest Resort, we met with two area pastors (who were not able to attend the Pastors' Seminar), discussed Other Sheep, learned about their interests and concerns for LGBT people of faith, and introduced them to Blue Diamond Society members.  One pastor exchanged contact information with a Blue Diamond Society member.  Pastors were responsive and sympathetic.
Cultural enrichment in Nepal
· We visited a major Hindu Temple area.  Tuesday afternoon, June 30.
· We hiked the forest, rice paddies, and visited the local village Hindu temple, all within walking distance from Gokarna Forest Resort.
· Air tour of the Himalaya Mountains (Mt. Everest).  Early Friday morning, July 10, day of departure from Nepal.

Travel from Nepal to Chiang Mai, Thailand
2vdays (one night)
Friday, July 10 – Saturday late afternoon, July 11

By air from Kathmandu, Nepal, to Chiang Mai, Thailand, with six hour lay over in Delhi, India, and connecting flight in Bangkok. 

Chiang Mai, Thailand
18 days

Sunday, July 11 – July 29
Chiang Mai:

Saturday night, July 11 – Tuesday morning, July 14
2 and ½ days

We stayed at the CH Hotel, Chiang Mai

· General work:  Steve wrote reports on Nepal (i.e., created Nepal web pages); Jose took care of logistics (cell phone, ATM, etc); Steve and Jose, on foot, searched and found another hotel.  Saturday evening and Sunday, July 11 – 12.
· Direct contacts: Jose phoned Chiang Mai contacts which led to an appointment with Pongthorn Chanlearn of MPlus (which became our key contact in Chiang Mai for reaching other LGBT Christian activists).

· Steve was sick two days (continued work in hotel room).  Sunday & Monday, July 12 & 13.
Chiang Mai:

Tuesday morning, July 14 – Friday morning, July 17
3 days
We stayed at the Top North Hotel, Thapae Gate, Chiang Mai
· We checked out of CH Hotel and checked into Top North Hotel, Tuesday morning, July 14.

· We met with Pongthorn Chanlearn, Project Director of MPlus.  Steve showed Pongthorn the new web pages on Nepal; Pongthorn decides to call a meeting with LGBT Christian activists to introduce to them the vision and message of Other Sheep.  Tuesday, July 14.
· We arranged for a rent-a-car for travel to meeting with Joyce Hanks (founder Tom Hanks' ex-wife).  Joyce is teaching English in Thailand about a 5 hour drive south of Chiang Mai.
· Steve, at the suggestion of Ed Schroeder by email, arranged to meet with Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson, former Presbyterian missionary, present advisor to the President of Payap University, Chiang Mai; an openly gay Christian with a Thai partner of ten years.
Culture enrichment in Chiang Mai
· We visited Doi Sutep Wat, Wednesday afternoon, July 15.
· We took a river boat cruise (boat for two with guide).  Late Thursday afternoon, July 16.
Travel away from Chiang Mai:

Friday morning, July 17 – Monday morning, July 20 
3 days

We stayed in the home of Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson (two nights); in area hotel where Joyce Hanks lives (one night)
· The rent-a-car was delivered to North Top Hotel; We checked out of North Top hotel on Friday, July 17, at 1pm.
· We drove to Payap University (Chiang Mia) for a meeting with Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson.  We toured the campus and discussed Other Sheep with Dobson in his office.  Friday afternoon, July 17.

· We spent Friday night through Sunday morning in the home of Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson located in the countryside / rice paddies outside of Chiang Mai.  We attended a Hindu wake.  We met gays that Dobson ministers to.  Friday evening – Sunday morning, July 17 – 19.

· We drove (aprox. 5-7 hours) to the home of Joyce Hanks just south of Khlong Khlung.  We made a video recording of Joyce commenting on Thais and homosexuality.  We spent the evening with Joyce.  The following day, we visited Joyce at her school before the beginning of classes.  Late Sunday afternoon to Monday morning, July 19-20. 
Travel back to Chiang Mai:

Monday morning, July 20 – Thursday evening, July 23 
4 days (3 nights)
We visited cultural and historical sites on our return trip to Chiang Mai.  (Vacation days for us.)
· Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park, Monday, July 20.

· Old Sukhothai Historical Park & Old Si Satchanalai Historical Park, Tuesday, July 21.

· Historical Phrae, Wednesday, July 22.

· Ko Kha Wat and Thai Elephant Conservation Center, Thursday, July 23.

Chiang Mai:

Thursday evening, July 23  – Wednesday evening, July 29
6 days

We stayed at the Top North Hotel, Thapae Gate, Chiang Mai

· We checked into Top North Hotel. Thursday evening, July 23.
· We conducted a meeting at the offices of MPlus with 10 LGBT activists (7 were Christians), called for and sponsored by Pongthorn Chanlearn of MPlus.  Steve showed a PowerPoint of Nepal and on the vision and ministry of Other Sheep.  Attendees discussed possibilities for Thailand.  Attendees received a copy of the book The Children Are Free.  Friday, July 24.
· We met with a leading Thai evangelical pastor and two of his fellow religious leaders and discussed being gay and Christian.  The pastor and one fellow worker were responsive but not sympathetic.  Sunday, July 26,  (Steve followed up with an email and related links to the pastor.)
· We attended an open-house celebration of a new business owned and operated by two young gay men who are a part of the network of gay Thais are ministered to by Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson.  Monday evening, July 27, 2009.

· We met with a second (expatriate) evangelical pastor and his wife on the topic of being gay and Christian.  They were non responsive and apparently non-sympathetic.  Tuesday morning, July 28. 
· We met with Eva Pascal, M.Div., and Adam Dedman on the campus of Payap University.  The meeting was arranged by Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson. They were responsive and sympathetic.  Tuesday morning, July 28.
· We introduced Pongthorn Chanlearn, Project Director of MPlus, to Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson at Payap University.  Tuesday afternoon, July 28.
· We were introduced to the President of Payap University. Tuesday afternoon, July 28.  (Steve followed up with a hard-copy letter to the President.)
· Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson contributed some his writings to Other Sheep website.  Steve created Other Sheep web pages for his articles and sends out an eNews on Dobson and his writings.

Travel from Chiang Mai, Thailand, to Singapore
3 Days (3 nights)
Wednesday evening, July 29 – Saturday evening, August 1

We traveled by over-night train (sleeper car) from Chiang Mai to Bangkok with several hours lay over in Bangkok (we worked at a local Internet café on our lap tops); we traveled by over-night train (sleeper car) from Bangkok to Butterworth, Malaysia, and arrived late afternoon.  We ferried to Georgetown (Penang Island), Malaysia, and spent the night there (Georgetown is the main city; Butterworth is on the mainland); The following day, we took an all day train from Butterworth, Malaysia, to Singapore.

· We used the time on the train (and the late evening in our hotel lobby) to down load and crop pictures, create web pages, log journals, write blogs, create and send an eNews (from Georgetown), and enter new contact info.
Singapore
8 Days

Saturday night, August 1 – Friday morning, August 7
Sunday night, August 9 – Thursday morning, August 13

[Note:  The weekend of August 7- 9 was spent in Malaysia at a MCC church retreat]

Singapore:

Saturday night, August 1 – Friday morning, August 7

5 days

We stayed in the home of a fellow American closeted gay Christian LGBT activist.
· We arrived late Saturday night, August 1, by train from Butterworth, Malaysia.

· Steve preached in the Sunday morning service of the Free Community Church, a welcoming and affirming LGBT church.  About 100 in attendance.  Sunday morning, August 2.

· We had a personal meeting with Carolyn Newall, Australian educator and theologian, member of Free Community Church in China Town.  Sunday, August 2.  (We left 5 books of The Children Are Free with Carolyn for use in Australia.)
· Jose contacted, by phone, 58 churches (11 Methodist, 17 Presbyterians, and a mixture of independent Bible churches).  
· We attended Free Community Church cell group and participated in the discussion around a book study.  Tuesday evening, August 4.
· We were asked, and gave, a Q&A meeting about Other Sheep and related topics at a second cell group meeting of the Free Community Church.  Prior to the meeting we ate with Rev. and Mrs. Yap Kim Hao and Susan Tang. Wednesday evening, August 5.
· We met with an evangelical Presbyterian pastor of a large church (with a day school of 400 students) and discussed the topic of being gay and Christian.  We left papers and the book The Children Are Free. Thursday, August 6.

· We were interviewed by a journalist from Fridae.com on the "ex-gay" movement.  The article was published on the Internet.  Thursday, August 6.

· We presented a PowerPoint presentation to a closeted gay Christian cell group in the home of our host; we gave attendees a copy of the book The Children Are Free.  Thursday, August 6.
Travel from Singapore to Port Dickson, Malaysia 

½ day

Early Friday morning – mid-Friday afternoon, August 7.
We traveled by bus from Singapore to Seramban, Malaysia; then by car  from Seramban to Port Dickson, Malaysia(a party from the MCC retreat picked us up).
[Friday, August 7 – Sunday, August 9

We attended the retreat in Fort Dickson, Malaysia, with Good Samaritan MCC church of Kuala Lumpur – See Malaysia below]

Travel from Port Dickson, Malaysia,  to Singapore
½ day

Late Sunday afternoon – late Sunday evening, August 9

We traveled by car (a party from the MCC retreat drove us) from Port Dickson to Seramban, Malaysia; then by bus from Seramban to Singapore
Singapore:

Sunday night, August 9 – Thursday morning, August 13

3 days (4 nights)
We returned to the same home of a fellow American closeted gay Christian LGBT activist

· We arrived at Singapore by bus from Seramban, Malaysia. Late Sunday evening, August 9.  
· We worked on Other Sheep lab-top/ office work/ in the home of our host. Monday and Tuesday, August 10-11.
· We did an interview recording with two LGBT activists from Queercast.com for publication on the Internet.  Wednesday, August 12.

· We mailed three books The Children Are Free to three pastors who had requested the material during Jose's phone calling of 58 churches.  Wednesday, August 12.

· We met with a closeted Vietnamese gay male professional educator living in Singapore to further his education, Wednesday, August 12.

Cultural enrichment while in Singapore

· Two museums; Sentosa Island
Travel to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

½ day
Early Thursday morning – Late Thursday afternoon, July 13
By bus from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur
Fort Dickson, Kuala Lumpur and Lumut, Malaysia
12 days

Friday, August 7 – Sunday, August 9
Thursday, August 13 – Sunday, August 23

Fort Dickson:

Friday afternoon, August 7 – late afternoon, Sunday, August 9
2 days
We stayed at the retreat grounds of the Good Samaritan MCC church retreat, Fort Dickson, Malaysia

· Steve spoke for a session on his journey as a gay Christian.  Friday, August 7.
· Jose spoke briefly for a pre-session on the Southeast Asia trip to date. Saturday, August 8.
· We participated in general group discussions.
· We met informally with Rev. Pat Bumgardner, a featured speaker of the retreat, and we mutually shared reports on our respective trips in Asia working for the empowerment of LGBT people of faith.  Friday, August 7.

· Steve solicited an anonymous biographical account for the Other Sheep website from a closeted gay clergy (account is posted on website).
[From late Sunday evening, August 9 – Thursday morning, August 13
Return to Singapore to our host, a fellow Christian American closeted gay Activist - see Singapore above]

Kuala Lumpur:

Thursday, August 13 – Friday, August 14

1 evening (1 night)
We stayed in a hotel in the center of Kuala Lumpur, across from a major bus terminal.
· We presented a PowerPoint seminar on the "ex-gay" movement to about 35 people at the Good Samaritan MCC church, Thursday evening, July 13.

Cultural enrichment while in Kuala Lumpur

· We saw and photographed the Twin Towers of Kuala Lumpur
Travel to Lumut, Malaysia
½ day 
Early Friday morning – Friday afternoon, July 14
We traveled by bus from Kuala Lumpur to Lumut, Malaysia; then by taxi from Lumut to resort.
Lumut:

Friday, August 14 – Friday, August 21
7 days (7 nights)
We vacationed at Lumut, Malaysia, Resort
· We made connections with hotel staff and clients and talked about our marriage, Other Sheep and related topics; we created web pages and reports on our time spent in Singapore and Malaysia; we finalized arrangements for Bangkok including placing an announcement in the Bangkok Post and making travel arrangements to Thailand.
· We relaxed and enjoyed area attractions.
Travel to Bangkok, Thailand

2 and ½ days (2 nights in Georgetown, Malaysia)

Friday afternoon, August 21 – Sunday evening, August 23

We traveled by bus to Butterworth, Malaysia; then by ferry to Georgetown on the Island of Penang; we stayed two nights at Friendship Hotel, Georgetown (Friday and Saturday nights, August 21 and 22); we traveled by air from Georgetown to Kuala Lumpur for connecting flight to Bangkok, Thailand on Sunday, August 23.

Cultural enrichment in Georgetown, Malaysia

· We visited Batu Ferringhi beach and Penang Hill, Friday late evening and Saturday afternoon and evening, August 21 and 22.
Bangkok & Mae Sot, Thailand 

6 days

Sunday evening, August 23 – Saturday evening, August 29
Bangkok:

Sunday evening, August 23 – Friday morning, August 28
4 and ½ days

We stayed in the Bangkok Christian Guest House

· We phoned our Mae Sot contact person, Saw Yuri Galler, and finalized plans for the Mae Sot trip.  Monday, August 24; we arranged for a rent-a-car and picked it up on Thursday evening, August 27; Jose made copies of the paper on the Bible and homosexuality for the Bangkok and Mae Sot seminars.  Wednesday, August 26.
· We met with closeted gay American Episcopal priest. Wednesday evening, August 26

· We conducted small group seminar on the Bible and homosexuality; four attended including a Bangkok Post journalist, a university professor,  a gay Anglican Canadian, and Pongthorn Chanlearn of MPlus, Chiang Mai; the seminar was held in a Bangkok Christian Guest house conference room. Friday, August 28.
· We had a "chance" meeting with an Indonesian TV-film maker (a day-trip together) who offered her services if ever in Indonesia. Tuesday, August 25.
Cultural enrichment in Bangkok
· We celebrated our first wedding (legal) anniversary, Tuesday, August 25, with a day-package trip to historical ruins and a river cruise; and with an evening diner and show.
· We visited Bangkok temples and the Grand Palace.  Monday afternoon, August 24 and Thursday morning, August 27.
Travel to Mae Sot from Bangkok

½ day

We traveled by rent-a-car.

Mae Sot:

Friday afternoon, August 28  – late Saturday evening, August 29
1 and ½ days

We stayed in local hotel; and we provided a Couch Surfing home for Joyce Hanks
· We provided transportation to and from Mae Sot for Joyce Hanks who gave a brief  but effective talk at the Mae Sot seminar.   Friday & Saturday, August 28-29.
· We met with Saw Yuri Galler, President, and David Aye Myat, Support Executive, Myanmar Gay Education, over a late evening meal.   Friday evening, August 28.
· We conducted a PowerPoint seminar on the Bible and homosexuality; we handed out papers on the Bible and homosexuality and distributed the book The Children Are Free; three Christians from a local Baptist church attended (in addition to Saw Yuri and David Aye); following the presentation the group discussed briefly the idea of recreating this seminar for others in the future. Saturday morning, August 29.
Cultural enrichment in Mae Sot

· Saw Yuri and David gave a short tour of the Myanmar-Thailand boarder sites.
Travel to Mae Sot from Bangkok International Airport
½ day

We traveled by rent-a-car.
Travel to JFK, New York City
1 calendar day (more than 24 hours in travel)
1:00am, Sunday, August 30 – 2:00pm Sunday, August 30
We traveled by air from Bangkok, Thailand, to Beijing, China, for several hour lay over before getting our connecting flight to New York.  Breakfast in Beijing airport; worked on lap tops.
------------------------------------------------

RMN Convocation, Estes Park, Colorado, September 3 - 7

We arrived home late on Sunday evening, August 30.  We had three days to re-group.  Steve had a 6am flight on Thursday morning for Denver, Colorado, for the RMN Convocation.  Jose left the same morning on a later flight.  We were at the RMN Convocation from Thursday-Monday, September 3 – 7.

· Steve moderated a workshop and Jose sat on the panel with two others

· Steve spoke on a plenary session panel

· Steve and Jose did an "affinity group" PowerPoint presentation of their Southeast Asia trip

· Other Sheep display table

--------------------------------------------------
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